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Blue 

Butterflies 

New addition to Niagara 
Parks Butterfly Conservatory. 
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Extra 

protection 

EMS taking precautions. 
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SOLD 


Frank Ruzycki 

THE #1 HOME SELLER 
Po rt Colborne/Wainfleet-14 Years in a Ro w! 
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■ HEART AND STROKE 

FAST action saves teen 



ONE DAY ONLY • ONE DAY ONLY ♦ ONE DAY ONLY • ONE DAY ONLY p 

*oxing 40 % OFF ALL CHRISTMAS INVENTORY! 

pay sales (SATURDAY DECEMBER 27 th ) 

ARLI E S Your Hometown Florist Sr^colborne 905-835-1433 H 
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Young hockey player suffered stroke 


His youngest son suffered a 

itWal \t“S nseethe 
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& BUTTERFLY CONSERVATORY: Blue Morpho exhibit returns for second year 


A blue 
Christmas 


on wings 


ALISON LANGLEY 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It’s a true blue Christmas at Niagara Parks 
Butterfly Conservatory. 

More than 500 vibrant Blue Moipho but¬ 
terflies have been added to the 2,000 butter¬ 
flies at the indoor rainforest as part of a spe¬ 
cial holiday exhibit 

This is the second year the conservatory 
has hosted the Blue Moipho event 

“We wanted to showcase one of our visi¬ 
tors’ most favourite butterflies,’’ said curator 
Cheryl Tyndall 

“Blue Morphos are beautiful. They are 
very large butterflies and the blue iridescent 
colours on the wings are just stunning." 

There are normally between 100 and 200 
Blue Morphos at the conservatory. 

There are now an additional 500 butter¬ 
flies on display and another batch will soon 
emerge from their pupae and prepare for 
fli^it 

In the coming days, there could be up to 
1,000 bright blue butterflies fluttering about 

Blue Morphos are native to South and 
Central America and have a wingspan of 9.5 
to 12 centimetres. 

They are known as “dusk to dawn” butter¬ 
flies as the males are active early in the morn¬ 
ing and later in the day. 

“The males will congregate together and 
chase each other through the conservatory,” 
Tyndall said. “It’s almost like a dance and it’s 
quite fun to watch." 


BLUE MORPHO 
EXHIBIT 

Niagara Parks Butterfly Conservatory 
On now until Jan. 4 
www.niagaraparks.com 


The dance is actually a show of bravado 
from males eager to protect their territory 
and attract a female's attention. 

The butterflies aren't shy, and visitors 
shouldn't be surprised if one lands on their 
head or shoulders. 

Tyndall recommends wearing clothes 
with the colour blue for a truly interactive 
experience. 

"If the males see blue, they'll come down 
to it because they'll think you're another 
male in their territory or theyTlthinkyou'rea 
female and they'll come down to get a closer 
look.” 

The exhibit continues until Jan. 4. 

Tyndall said the conservatory is a great 
place to escape the chilly weather and walk 
among the colourful creatures. 

"Now is an excellent time to come,” she 


Visit www.niagaraparks.com for more 
information. 

alison.langley@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @nfallslangley 



The Niagara Parks Butterfly Conservatory brings a whole new meaning to Blue 
Christmas with the return of its holiday Blue Morpho butterfly exhibit, running until Jan. 4. 



ffew Years @ 2 /^ 



steakhouse 

Join us for a wonderful 
evening of great food with 
friends and family. 

$57.50 all inclusive 

(Champagne, Appetizers, 
Main Course, Dessert, 
Coffee/tea, Tax/Gratuity) 



CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 


27 MAIN STREET WEST 
PORT COLBORNE 
905-835-2700 
www.attwentyseven.com 
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Shipwrecks 
- Hudson 
Transport 

SKIP GILLHAM 

ForQMI Agency Niagara 



■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 


A Christmas parable 



No reason not to have U.S.-Cuba relations 



The sanctions and embargo extend back 
to the early years of Cuban revolutionary 



Normalizing relations with Cuba, there¬ 
fore, should be obvious. On Wednesday, 
both the U.S. and Cuba said they would 
begin talks toward that goal. The U.S. wants 



But no such conciliation has ever been 
offered to Cuba, until now. 


- PeterEpp 



ssSSSse 5 

President Nelson Mandela last December. The 
U.S. and Cuba agreed on Wednesday to restore 
diplomatic ties that Washington severed more than 
50 years ago. 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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n ANIMALS: Aptly named Trooper on the mend after major surgery 


Cat with untreated injury has leg amputated 




WHITES’ 

INSURANCE 


MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 55 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


FBEE INSTALLATION AMP BALANCING NEW TIRES 



WINTER INSPECTION 

3]£l 


MECHANICAL 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

15 % Discount 


285 Killaly Street W., Port Colborne O 


w.murdochstire.cc 


WINTER TRACTION SALE 


Christmas < 
v New Year! 


erry 


Happy 


family to yours. 


905 - 834-3228 

Heather Price Michael Stefaniuk 

45 Clarence St. W. Port Colborne 
www.whitesinsurance.ca 

Auto • Home • Business • Marine • Life • Bonds 


MRX PLUS IV 


SNOW & ICE 


TERRA TRAC A/T 

Premium Light Truck 


REGULAR PRICE *89 on 

P195/65R15 


„ REGULAR PRICE *136 Q n 

SQQQ? 

P215/75R15 
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HOLIDAY WASTE 


MANAGEMENT SERVICES 



<^> HOLIDAY CHANGES IN WASTE COLLECTION 

Garbage, recycling and Green Bin collection will be deferred by one day 
in the week following Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 



<£?» HOLIDAY GARBAGE EXEMPTIONS 
H 

In the week following Christmas (Dec. 26,27,29,30,31), households 
may place double their regular weekly garbage limit to the curb on their 
collection day. 




» t CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION 

• Saturday,Jan. 10,2015 ONLY 

• Christmas trees must be at the curb by 7 a.m. 

• Remove all ornaments and decorations 

• Christmas trees wrapped in plastic or buried in snow will not be 
collected. No artificial trees. 



Linda Blair to make 
heads spin at Comic Con 



MONDAY AND THURSDAYS 


CELEBRATING 16 YEARS OF SERVICE! 

fReecoach mllsVM 

SERVICE TO CASINO RESORT 



A-A' 


Welland 

COMMUNITY 

WELLNESS 

COMPLEX 

145 LINCOLN ST. 

10:00 AM 

Port Colborne 

BUS STOP ON KING ST, 
AT CLARENCE, 
BESIDE MERIDIAN 
BANK 

10:20 AM 

Fort Erie 

HWy#3 
(Garrison Rd) 

By old Zellers plaza 

10:50AM 



to change without notice. Know Your limit Play within it. www.knowyourlimitca 

Casino 

VACATIONS 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION 

CALL 1-800-838-1789 

168 clarence ST., port colborne, on L3K3G5 • www.yourcasinovacations.com 
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m INFECTION CONTROL: Niagara EMS explains why workers sometimes wear white, full-body suits 

Don't panic at sight of suited-up paramedics 


through your neighbourhood. 
Ten minutes later, you peek out¬ 
side to see Niagara Emergency 


y-'/iljl 

m gomthinp to 

about! 

fro&eU tfieqe * w> 

50^835-2155' 


Medical Service paramedics 
suited head to toe in white per¬ 
sonal protective equipment 

Donning gowns, face masks, 
boots and coveralls, they trudge 
into a neighbour's home. 

Don'tbe alarmed, warns 
EMS. 

That gear is used me 
quently as paramedic teams 
become better equipped to deal 
with infection control, biohaz- 



^molon’ 

uddha 

* Restaurants Markets 

Tuesday: 4:30-10:00 
Wed.to Sat: 11:30 -10:00 

905 - 834-6000 

The Old Railway Station, 265 King St., 
PortColborne,0N. 
www.thesmokinbuddha.com 


But that _ 

some patients and bystanders, 
a recent internal EMS staff sur¬ 
vey noted. 

At a media event at the EMS 
training centre on Ontario St., 
paramedics showcased the gear 
— ramped up according to the 
risk of the call — and assured 
people the protective situation 
they see may not necessarily be 

Increasingly, patients are 
choosing to take intravenous 
cancer treatment at home, said 
Niagara EMS director Kevin 


BY THE 
NUMBERS 

24/7 operations. 

46,000 patients treated/ 
transported each year. 

80,000 calls managed by 
advanced emergency medical 
dispatchers. 

130000 clinical 
procedures performed by 
paramedics per year. 

750-plus types of medical 
supplies are stocked in each 
ambulance. 

-from Niagara EMS 



BOBTYMCZYSZYN/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

Niagara EMS gave a look at the protective gear EMS workers 
sometimes have to use when responding to emergency calls. 
Paramedic Rob Law shows what full gear looks like. 


“Recently in Niagara, one 
of the bigger issues we have is 


otherapy," he said. “Medica- 

extremely dangerous when 
spilled or exposed. 

"We need to be sure we pro¬ 
tect ourselves, the patient and 
the broader community." 

Smith said patients receiving 
home chemo can help by plac- 


WHAT IS NIAGARA EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES? 

Niagara EMS is responsible medical care and transportation 

for providing 24-hour for people experiencing injury 

emergency pre-hospital or illness. 


tect the patient, the paramedic 
and anyone else they come into 
contact with. 

Smith said the hazard in any 
health-care setting is exposure 
to things like blood, saliva and 
other bodily fluids. Droplets 
in the air can carry infectious 
materials, too. 

"People: 


Niagara EMS training super¬ 
intendent Dean Casement said 
it's usually only the highest level 
of protection that can require up 
to 15 minutes to suit up for 

How often do the highest- 
protection scenarios happen in 

"These chemotherapy calls 
are usually if somebody fell and 
broke the (IV) bottle,'' Casement 
said. "It's usually around some 
other medical problem. 

"If it's just a spill, home cai 




re the 


donned in this protective equip¬ 
ment, and it can cause concern," 
Smith said. "That's in the light of 
outbreak situations and fear of 





0 p*ce*tcC€ce&C 

(A A.M. League Membership s 159 

~ Tues. ladies or Thurs. seniors 

2 P.M. League Memberships soef) 

Jj Mon. Wed. or Thurs. nites fiedW 

| Summer Memberships Soqq 

^ 5 June 21-September 21 

£ Monday-Thursday Seniors $ 

g includes Fri-Sun after 3pm fivdty 

10 Corporate Memberships p.p. 

q minimum 4 players required ^^600 

N Rates are only available until December 31 st! 

Check our website for more membership options 


631 LORRAINE ROAD, PORT COLBORNE 905-835-6864 WWW.WHISKYRUN.COM 
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■ LOTTO: Three lottery winners in Niagara 

Port Colborne man hits $1M jackpot 


Tribune Staff 

A 26-year-old Port Colborne 
man is $1 million richer after 
checking a two-month-old lot¬ 
tery ticket 

Daren Labbe won the Guar¬ 
anteed $1 Million Prize from the 
Oct 18 Lotto 6/49 draw. 

"I won't be going to work 
tomorrow," Labbe told Ontario 
Lottery Corp. prize centre staff 
while picking up his winnings 

He said he scanned his win- 
ticket and "stood in disbe- 


Labbe scanned the ticket 
again, and "ran out to the car 
and sat there," he said. 

until later?’ 

Labbe, who has been play¬ 
ing the lottery every week for 
the past two years, said he plans 
to pay off his house, save for his 
son's future and take a vacation 
in Las Vegas. 

The winning ticket was pur¬ 
chased at Bridgeport Variety on 
Main St in Port Colborne. 

Labbe isn't the only recent 


won the Guaranteed $1 Million 
Prize, from the Dec. 10 Lotto 
6/49 draw. David and Valerie 
King purchased the winning 
ticket at Avondale on Rideway 
Rd., in Crystal Beach. 

And Kristina McDaniel-Pow- 
ell and Jason Harbour from Nia¬ 
gara Falls won the Poker Lotto 
All In jackpot worth $85,635.10 
on Sept 26, as well as $5,000 on 
the instant portion of their Poker 
Lotto play and $5 on the nightly 
draw, bringing their total win¬ 
nings to $90,640.10. Their win¬ 


ning ticket was purchased at 
Yoo's Deli & Variety on Main St 
in Niagara Falls. 

Lotto 6/49 includes a Guar¬ 
anteed $1 Million Prize draw 
along with each and every reg¬ 
ular draw. There have been 150 
Guaranteed $1 Million Prize 
draws to date. Seventy-four of 
the winning tickets have been 
sold in Ontario. 

All In is a new option for Poker 
Lotto players, allowing to take a 
chance on instandy winning a 
jackpot that starts at $10,000 and 
grows until it is won. 



SUPPLIED PHOTO 

Port Colborne’s Daren Raymond Labbe, 26, claims his 
$l-million winnings at the OLG prize centre in Toronto, Friday. 



® Welland 

AUTO CENTRE 

HONDAWELLAND.CA 

905-735-7151 

1 6 Lincoln St | Welland 
[West of Prince Charles] 

SALES ASSOCIATES. 


CREATING BEAUTIFUL SMILES 
IN THE NIAGARA REGION 

EVENING HOURS NOW AVAI LABLE 


Winter Without Glasses or Contacts 
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■ ICE BOOM: Keeping intakes clear, and the power on 


Keeping the power 


ALISON LANGLEY 

QMI Agency Niagara 

The Lake Erie-Niagara River 
ice boom is in place. 

Each winter since 1964, the 
2.7-kilometre-long ice boom 
has been installed between 
Fort Erie and Buffalo. 

The ice boom is designed to 
reduce the severity of ice jams 
from Lake Erie into the Nia¬ 
gara River and maintain water 
flow for hydro-electric power 
producdon. 

Severe storms with westerly 
winds can force large masses 
of ice against the boom. When 
this occurs, the boom sub¬ 
merges and allows the ice to 
override it until the pressure 

Once the storm subsides, 


ICE BOOM 
DATES 

Earliest installation - 

Latest installation - Jan. 
14,1993 

Latest ice boom removal 
-May 14,1971 
Earliest on record - 
March 2,2012 


the boom resurfaces and 
restrains ice that otherwise 
would flow down the river. 

The 22 spans can be 
installed when the Lake Erie 
water temperature at Buf¬ 
falo reaches 4‘C or on Dec. 
16, whichever comes first, 


said Peter Kowalski, operat¬ 
ing manager at Niagara River 
Control. 

Each of the boom's spans 
consist of a series of floating 
steel pontoons anchored to 
the lake bottom at 122 metre 
intervals by 6.4-centimetre 
steel cables. 

The boom is removed April 
1, Kowalski said, or when 
there’s less than 645 square 
kilometres of ice in the eastern 
basin of Lake Erie — between 
Long Point, Ont., and Erie, Pa. 

Last winter the removal 
wasn't completed until May 7, 
one of the latest removal dates 

By late March 2014, about 
4,860 square kilometres of 
the basin remained covered 


To assist with keeping the 
ice under control, Ontario 
Power Generation uses the 
Niagara Queen II, an ice 
breaker that patrols the Nia¬ 
gara River from Chippawa 
to the upper end of Grand 
Island, N.Y. 

Its job is to keep the hydro¬ 
electric intakes clear of thick 
ice and remove ice blockages 
above the International Con¬ 
trol Dam. 

“Normally, the ice breaker 
is always in the water, but it 
was removed this year for 
some maintenance work," 
Kowalski said. 

“It's back in the water now, 
before ice season, and the 
crews are undergoing train¬ 
ing.” 


on 


The Canadian boat and its 
three-person crew work in 
conjunction with a similar 
vessel, the William H. Latham, 
operated by the New York 
Power Authority. While the 
U.S. boat focuses on prevent¬ 
ing ice buildup at the Robert 
Moses Niagara Hydroelectric 
Power Station in Lewiston, 
N.Y., both boats work together 
if the need arises. 

Use of the ice boom is 
authorized by the Interna¬ 
tional Joint Commission. 
Ownership as well as the cost 
of operating and maintaining 
the boom is shared equally by 
OPG and the New York Power 
Authority. 

alison.langley@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @nfallslangley 



The Lake Erie-Niagara River 
ice boom has been installed. 
The ice boom is designed 
to reduce the severity of ice 
jams from Lake Erie into the 
Niagara River and maintain 
water flow for hydro-electric 
power production. 




289-969-8633 


‘TIS THE SEASON 

TO $AVE 


TREAT 
YOURSELF 
TO MORE 
FOR LESS! 

Look for our 
great weekly deals 
on Foodbasics.ca 


Zero Gravity Circus 
Strollinq Entertainers 


ONTARIOFGWER 

GENERATION 


FestivalLights 

NIAGARA FALLS * ONTARIO * CANADA 


Events This Weekend 


M #SK °SS.° - — ■ JL 

Tel: 905-374-1616 x 226 • wfol.com 


All season builders 
wishing you a 

Cfaditm/vy 

Wheelchair ramps, stairs and 
railings also done at off 
season cash rates. 
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GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 


■ CITY COUNCIL 

Port could 
waive business 
development charges 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Port Colbome could be taking an extra 
step in the new year to spur local devel¬ 
opment. 


:emporarily waive residential develop- 
s looking at expanding the citywide, 


citywide approach. 





tional properties. 

Council gave direction in Novem¬ 
ber for a report to be created outlin¬ 
ing the details associated with waiving 
the fees. 

A public hearing outlining the pro¬ 
posed plan was held prior to last 

While many municipalities are waiv¬ 
ing development charges within their 
community improvement plan areas, 
Port Colbome planning and develop¬ 
ment director Dan Aquilina said he’s 
unaware of any that have taken on a 




over those two years, Aquilina said. 

He estimated the two-year morato¬ 
rium could result in a 0.24% tax levy 


increase. 

“But that's a crystal ball ballpark." 
The report will be brought to coun¬ 
cil for consideration at the Jan. 12 
meeting. 


maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 



YMCA branches open 
Sunday afternoons 

YMCA of Niagara is opening its 


regional branches to the public this 
Sunday, as it has done all this month, 
from lp.m. to 3 p.m. 

Families can use special activities 
such as family swim, bouncer, tumbling 
mats, sports and an obstacle course. 

Photo ID is required, and adults are 
required to participate with children. 
YMCA aquatic admission criteria also 
applies. 

For more information, visit 
ymcaofniagara.org. 



SERVICE I UPGRADES I REPAIRS I USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


1 250 Kent St. Port Colborne ; graham@scccomputers.com 

905 - 834-6333 www.scccomputers.com 
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FLYER IN EFFECT FOR 2 WEEKS! 


FULLY COOKED 

CHICKEN WINGS 

Choose from 9 ready to heat 

14-28 PIECES 907 g/2 lb 

LIMIT OF 3 PER CUSTOMER! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST! 


ORIENTAL 
PARTY PAK 




ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FROM FRIDAY, DEC. 26,2014 UNTIL THURSDAY, JAN. 8,2015 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 


St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thoreld Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 

St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Grimsby 36 Main St. E. 905-945-9400 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 _ Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 

Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. 13 SQE3 • 


KyfyetO' 


^4 


/p 




LIKE US ON FACEB00K 

facebook.com/lnPort News 
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Fascinating poinsettia facts you may not know 




- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 








































































